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Our Journey through Finland

Exchange Rate: 
1.00 Euro = $1.55 CDN 

Border Formality Costs:
Not Applicable

Country: 
Finland

Duration: 
July 03 to 06, 2014

Distance Traveled within the Country:
~1353 km

Finland Ferry Info:
11-hr Ferry from Turku, Finland to 
Stockholm, Sweden on the Baltic Princess

Memorable Impressions:
Suprisingly modern country with an eastern European 
feel. Lakes and more lakes, trees and more trees 
covers vast portions of Finland. The UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites have been superbly maintained, 
making them a joy to visit and learn about the cultural 
past of Finland.

Fuel Cost: 
~ 1.45 Euro ($2.25)/litre (Diesel)

Accommodations Cost: 
Campsites averaging $30.00 to $35.00/night

Food & Drink Cost: 
Self sui  cient.  Groceries from the local supermarket.
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PETÄJÄVESI
A Lutheran country church built of logs

J uly 03, 2014:  We enter Finland on Hwy 93 from Norway 
and continue to follow the road hugging the Swedish/
Finnish border south, past the town of Muonio until exiting 

into Sweden at Kolari. A small detour into northern Sweden to 
Gammelstad.  After a visit to the UNESCO World Heritage listed 
old town, we re-enter into Finland at Tornio and set up camp for the 
night in the wild.  Northern Finland is sparsely populated, with lots of 
lakes and trees, making it easy to camp away from civilization.

J une 04, 2014:   We are making miles again.  The scenery 
is pretty much the same.  Lakes and more lakes, trees and 
more trees, mosquitoes and more mosquitoes.  Most of the 

landscape is relatively lat, with some small rolling hills.  It seemed 
all a bit dull, mainly due to the continuous rain, which does not 
help.  Finland seems to be more modern then Norway. There are 
billboards with advertisements everywhere, and so are the fast food 
joints like ABC Hesburger and Scan Burger.  Our route for the day 
leads us through Kemi, Oulu and south to Jyuväskylä. 50km before 
Jyuväskylä we detour into the country side onto Hwy 630 & 627 and 
inally some gravel road.  It felt like being suddenly in a Finnish Car 
Rally, driving up and down around blind corners.  Our destination is 
another UNESCO World Heritage Site, the old church of Petäjävesi.  
The church, built 1763-65, is an impressive example of Finnish 
wooden architecture.  It even comes with a wine cellar which is 
accessible through a door in the loor in-front of the altar. Entrance 
is 5.00Euro ($7.75CDN)/person.  We are in luck and the rain stops 
for the sightseeing and then resumes almost immediately right after.  
In Jyuväskylä we hit Friday night rush hour, the weekend is upon us 
and everyone has the same idea to get out into nature.  After a quick 
stop at the grocery store we turn onto Hwy 13 and set up camp near 
the town of Mikkeli at the Top Camping for 21.50Euro ($33.00CDN)/
night. It includes free access to the sauna and showers.  Just in time 
for dinner the clouds part for the sun and a rainbow appears.  Out 
comes the BBQ, Bratwurst and potato salad.
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The old church is a UNESCO Cultural World Heritage Landmark and a typical example of an 

architechtural tradition unique to eastern Scandinavia
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Setting up camp near the town of 
Mikkeli under a rainbow
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J
uly 05, 2014:  Mike has been teaching me the lyrics of the 
Spiderman song, which seem to continuously play over and 
over in my head.  First stop in the morning is Verla, located 

in the middle of nowhere, and of course a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site.  Verla is a well-preserved example of the small-scale rural 
industrial settlements that lourished in northern Europe and North 
America in the 19th and early 20th centuries.  We were actually blown 
away by this UNESCO site.  The Verla Groundwood and Board Mill 
are perfectly preserved.  It is like travelling back in time.  The reason 
for the perfect preservation is that after 1920 no modiications 
were done to the mills.  The complex stayed in operation until July 
1964.  None of the machines were sold of as it was too ancient 
and remained as is in place.  A 10 minute ilm documents the wood 
processing in the last couple of years of its operation.  There was 
only three (3) of us in the tour of the existing complex (museum).  
With some of the UNESCO sites we never know what to expect, 
the entrance fee of 7.00 Euro ($10.85CDN) was well spent.  From 
Verla we continue south through more lake country to Helsinki.  It is 
Saturday, there is no traic on the main roads leading into Helsinki, 
however downtown around the main harbor and ish market it is a 
Zoo of people.  Parking is more complex.  The parking meter wants 

16 Euro ($25.00CDN) in coins for a 4hr period which we assume we 
will require to visit the Suomenlinna Islands.  Asking a local couple 
for direction on the coin operated parking meter, they end up giving 
us their parking spot for free.  We catch the 3pm ferry, which takes 
about 15 minutes over to the Island.  The area around the Fortress 
of Suomenlinna is packed with locals having a picnic or just enjoying 
the outdoors.  We explore the walls of the fortress and take the ferry 
back to the Helsinki harbor from the King’s Gate.  That’s the extent of 
Helsinki we had planned to see.  Taking the E18 to Rauma we stop 
in at the Ferry ticket booth in Turku to inquire about the ferry sailing 
times from Turku to Stockholm, Sweden.  The Silja Line sails twice 
a day (8:15am and 8:15pm) and takes 11 hours for the crossing.  
As we have a couple more sites to visit we book the 8:15pm on 
the next day sailing.  The fare is only 145.00Euro ($225.00CDN) 
which includes a cabin, two (2) people and the vehicle.  En-route 
to Rauma we stop at Hesburger for some fast food.  We roll into 
the Poroholma Campground after 9pm.  It is also packed, but lies 
at a pretty spot.  The 23Euro ($35.65CDN) includes the free use of 
the washer and dryer and we are in desperate need of some clean 
clothes to start the inal leg of our journey.

Typical scenery of Finland
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VERLA
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Another one of Finland’s UNESCO Cultural World Heritage Landmarks.  

A well perserved 19th century groundwood and board mill.
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SUOMENLINNA ISLANDS
The fortress was added to the UNESCO World Heritage List as a unique monument of military architecture
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HELSINKI
The capital of Finland
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J uly 06, 2014:  Mike unloads the folding mountain bikes 
and we venture into old Rauma.  The old part of town is the 
most extensive wooden town in the Nordic region.  There 

are over 600 buildings.  We cycle up and down the cobble stone 
streets, stopping for the occasional picture and then return to the 
campsite.  We pack up and drive to the close by Sammallahdenmäki 
Bronze Age Burial Site.  The dead were buried in stone cairns, 
which were built on the rocks by the sea.  The most famous of the 
Sammallahdenmäki cairns is the “Church Floor”.  In 2002 burnt 
human bones and a bronze bracelet were found, dating it to the 
early Bronze Age, 1300-1000BC.  The site is located in the middle 
of a Spruce and Pine Tree forest.  There are no tourists.  We head 
back to Turku and the Ferry Terminal.  With lots of time on hand we 
take a stroll along the Aurajoki River and the Turku Castle.  It is the 
warmest day on record for us on this trip.  We enjoy a pizza and ice 
cream on the riverside and then return to our vehicle to board the 
ferry to Stockholm, Sweden.  Our cabin is the most deluxe we have 
had in our ferry travels to date, as it comes with a private bathroom 
and English TV. Overnight ferries are the way to go.

Lake Camping at Poroholma Campground 
on the outskirts of Rauma.
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OLD RAUMA
Situated on the Gulf of Bothnia, it is an excellent example of an old Nordic city constructed in wood
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SAMMALLAHDENMÄKI
A bronze age (1500 - 500BC) burial site with approximately 40 stone cairns
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TURKU CASTLE
The largest surviving medieval building in Finland
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THE SIGYN
Built in Gothenburg in 1887 and now a museum ship in Turku on the Aurajoki  River.  

It is the last remaining wooden barque used for trade across the oceans.



- 19 -

Taking the 11-hr overnight Baltic Princess ferry from Turku, Finland to Stockholm, Sweden
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SCANDINAVIA TRIP STATS
Countries Traveled: 
Denmark, Faroe Islands, Iceland, Norway, Finland and Sweden

Trip Duration: 
June 02 to July 17, 2014

Kilometers Driven, Diesel Consumption and Cost:
Approximately total of 13,600 km driven, 2,200 Litre of Diesel consumed and $5,000.00 spent on fuel

Ferry Details:
Spent $4,200.00 and ive (5) days and 18 hrs on ferries
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